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A  WITCH-HUNTER  IN  THE  BOOK-SHOPS 

^J    GEORGE     L.     BURR 

WHEN,  in  the  autumn  of  1878,  it  was  my  fortune  to  be 
entrusted  by  President  White,  of  Cornell  University, 
with  the  care  of  his  historical  library,  I  found  its  collec- 
tion on  witchcraft  already  well  under  way.  The  studies  which 
have  since  fruited  in  Mr.  White's  great  work  on  the  warfare  of 
science  with  theology  in  Christendom,  had  brought  early  and  re- 
peatedly to  his  notice  this  nightmare  of  Christian  thought.  To  the 
Devil  and  his  hosts,  still  roaming  as  fallen  angels  through  that  uni- 
verse they  had  once  helped  govern,  and  still  potent  to  interfere  with 
its  orderly  working,  it  was  long  easy  for  the  orthodox  mind  to  ascribe 
what  puzzled  it  in  this  world  of  ours  ;  and  not  less  easy  to  suspect  of 
dealings  with  these  fiends  all  those  whose  curiosity  disturbed  or 
whose  knowledge  piqued  the  pious  inertia  of  their  neighbors.  To 
study  the  rise  of  science  and  ignore  the  belief  in  witchcraft  or  the 
fate  of  those  accused  of  it,  was  impossible  ;  and  to  the  historian 
whose  thesis  it  was  that  theological  interference  with  free  inquiry 
has  proved  disastrous  to  science  and  to  religion  alike,  perhaps  no 
episode  could  be  so  full  of  meaning. 

During  his  stay  abroad  in  1877-8,  Mr.  White  had  found  time 
to  throw  into  the  form  of  lectures  his  researches  in  this  field,  and  to 
gather  much  material  for  their  illustration.  I  well  remember  how  on 
his  return  he  was  able  to  display  to  his  shuddering  class  that  Mai- 
leus  Maleficarum  which  he  told  us  had  caused  more  suffering  than 
any  other  product  of  human  pen  ;  and  with  it  the  books  of  such 
advocates  of  the  persecution  as  Bodin,  Binsfeld,  Delrio,  of  such  op- 
ponents as  Weyer,  Greve,  Bekker,  Thomasius.  The  old  collec- 
tions, too,  of  Hauber  and  of  Horst  were  on  his  shelves,  with  much 
of  minor  note. 

This  eerie  literature  early  drew  my  attention  ;  but  there  was 
small  chance  to  study  it  with  Mr.  White  before,  in  the  spring  of 
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1879,  ^^  ^^^  called  away  to  the  post  of  American  Minister  at  Ber- 
lin. His  return,  in  1881,  found  me  still  his  librarian,  and  now,  as 
their  cataloguer,  more  familiar  with  his  books  ;  and  it  was  now 
made  a  part  of  my  work  to  read  for  him  the  book  catalogues  which 
rained  in  on  us  from  every  quarter.  The  addition  to  my  duties  of 
the  more  intimate  but  more  exacting  functions  of  a  secretary  left, 
indeed,  but  scant  leisure  for  this  task.  Yet  it  was  a  labor  of  love, 
and  not  few  were  the  rare  finds  which  the  next  three  years  saw 
added  to  our  store.  Then  it  was  that  we  began  to  dabble  in  manu- 
scripts in  this  field.  Well  do  I  recall  with  what  bated  breath  I 
laid  before  him,  in  a  catalogue  of  the  Berlin  bookseller  Cohn,  the 
title  of  a  manuscript  witch-trial  which  we  hoped  might  prove  that  of 
the  most  eminent  of  all  German  victims  of  the  great  persecution, 
Dr.  Dietrich  Flade,  of  Treves. 

The  case  had  been  one  of  peculiar  interest  to  Mr.  White;  for 
Dr.  Flade,  jurist,  scholar,  head  of  his  city's  courts,  head  for  a  time 
of  her  university,  had  brought  on  his  own  fate  by  his  attempt  to 
check  the  persecutions,  and  from  his  trial,  long  lost  to  scholars,  we 
might  hope  to  learn  the  details  of  his  story.  And  how  our  hearts 
leaped  when  the  manuscript  really  came,  when  it  proved  what  we 
had  hoped,  and  all  but  complete,  telling  us  the  whole  sad  tale  of 
the  old  judge's  fate,  from  his  arrest  in  1587  to  that  closing  scene  in 
September  of  1589,  when  he  was  brought  for  the  last  time  into  the 
court-room,  there  to  hear  from  the  bench  where  for  a  generation  he 
had  himself  presided  in  justice  and  mercy,  his  own  terrible  sen- 
tence :*  "  Dietrich  Flade,  the  accused,  now  standing  in  the  pres- 
ence of  this  court,  by  reason  of  his  crime,  in  that  he  has  denied 
God,  devoted  himself  to  the  Evil  Fiend,  served  him  and  sinned 
with  him,  dealt  with  witchcraft  and  done  despite  to  the  common 
weal,  wrought  injury  to  grain  and  herb,  shall  be  punished  with  fire 
from  life  unto  death,  as  we  him  hereby  thereunto  doom,  sentence, 


*  It  is  this  sentence  (from  the  word  njerleugnet — "denied"  ),  with  that  which  follows, 
that  appears  on  the  pages  reproduced  in  the  facsimile.  Across  the  blank  portion  of  the 
last  page  I  have  laid  another  document — a  receipt  drawn  by  Dr.  Flade  in  the  year  of  his  ar- 
rest. It  shows  his  autograph  and  his  private  seal.  I  owe  it  to  the  scholarly  generosity  of 
Dr.  Conrad  Cuppers,  who  inherited  it  from  his  uncle,  a  canon  of  the  cathedral.  I  later 
learned  more  of  the  trial  MS.,  which  till  a  century  ago  was  in  public  keeping  at  Treves, 
and  which,  perhaps,  carried  off  by  the  French  among  the  pilfered  archives  of  that  city,  fell 
from  their  wagons  on  the  road.  Those  interested  in  the  story  of  Dr.  Flade  may  be  re- 
ferred to  my  little  study  on  him  in  the  Papers  of  the  American  Historical  Association  for  1 89 1 . 
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and  condemn,  to  Almighty  God  and  his  mercy  commending  his 
soul  " — whereupon  the  acting  judge,  rising  from  his  seat,  performed 
the  dread  symbol  of  breaking  his  staff  of  office,  and  the  condemned 
man  fell  upon  his  knees  (as  was  the  stern  requirement  of  that  day 
for  those  who  would  escape  the  final  torment  of  being  burned 
alive)  and  craved  the  mercy  of  the  court,  and  he  was  accordingly 
commended  to  the  executioners  to  be  first  "  mercifully  and  Christ- 
ianly  strangled  "  and  his  body  then  burned  to  ashes — "  God  the 
Almighty  have  mercy  on  his  soul.  Amen." 

But  it  was  only  when,  at  last,  in  1884,  I  found  myself  on 
European  soil,  free  for  the  long-dreamed-of  years  of  foreign  study, 
that  I  came  to  know  the  rarest  joys  of  the  book-hunter.  For  my 
librarianship  still  was  mine;  and,  lectures  over  or  library  closed, 
there  were  always  the  book-shops. 

Aye,  and  the  long  vacation  tours  by  rail  or  foot  through  all 
those  book-rich  lands,  now  threading  the  cluttered  windings  of  Pater- 
noster Row,  now  stooping  for  a  grain  of  wheat  in  the  waste  of 
chaff  which  litters  the  quays  of  Paris,  now  locked  from  morn  till 
eve  in  the  back-street  warehouse  where  a  Bologna  bookseller  keeps 
his  reserves,  now  haggling  with  the  Neapolitan  huckster  who 
knows  his  volumes  only  by  their  shape  and  begs  you  to  make  out 
yourself  the  bill  already  receipted  for  him  by  the  wayside  notary. 
Oh,  the  joys  of  those  Wanderjahre !  And  if  to  the  quest  for 
printed  book  one  join  the  quest  for  manuscripts,  then  a  wider  orbit. 
What  precious  scraps  may  then  lurk  among  the  coins  and  armor  of 
the  antiquary's  den!  What  rare  old  parchment  may  not  be  res- 
cued from  the  rag-dealer  before  he  weighs  it  out  by  the  ounce  to  the 
goldbeaters!  Yes,  and  the  private  hoards,  the  rummage  of  castle- 
chests  and  peasant-garrets,  the  hermit-lairs  of  the  art-misers,  the 
cabinets  of  canny  schoolmasters! 

And  when  there  fell  to  me  for  special  study  an  episode  of  that 
old  witch  persecution,  it  was  to  this  field  more  than  ever  that 
my  search  was  given.  True,  that  search  was  not  wholly  in  the 
book-shops.  Libraries  and  archives  have,  too,  their  unsuspected 
treasures,  and  no  thrill  of  possession  could  be  keener  than  was  the 
joy  of  discovery  when  at  Brussels  I  lit  upon  an  earlier  draft  of  the 
witch-code  of  Delrio,  or  when  at  Treves,  on  the  old  shelves  of  what 
was  once  the  Jesuit  college,  there  came  to  light  that  protest  of  Cor- 
nelius Loos,  lost  since  its  confiscation  by  the  Inquisition  three  hun- 
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dred  years  ago,  for  which  I  had  ransacked  all  Europe.  And  for 
that  matter,  not  all  one  finds  in  private  hands  can  wantonly  be 
bought  and  carried  off.  The  records  of  the  earliest  witch-trials  in 
the  region  which  most  interested  me  were,  when  first  I  saw  them, 
the  property  of  a  peasant  wife  in  a  Moselle  village;  but  that  old 
sixteenth-century  court  record  held  besides  the  Schoffen-Weistumer^ 
or  common-law  maxims,  of  all  the  villages  of  the  district,  and  it 
would  have  been  a  shame  to  drag  it  off  across  the  sea.  But  no  such 
hesitation  need  deter  one  with  most  witch-documents.  So  strong 
is  still,  in  those  old  lands,  the  superstitious  shame  of  kinship  to  any 
smirched  by  the  charge  of  witchcraft,  that  not  even  in  public  keep- 
ing are  the  records  always  safe.  On  the  papers  of  one  of  the  most 
interesting  and  important  of  witch-trials  I  have  found  the  docket- 
ing :  "  Detur  VulcanOy  propter  intus  nominatas  familias'' — "  Let  it 
be  burned,  for  the  sake  of  the  families  named  in  it." 

The  search  begun  in  those  years  has  not  ceased  since,  and  the 
collection  which  has  grown,  with  its  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thousand 
items,  is  possibly  the  richest  of  its  kind. 

Here  is  a  relic  from  the  beginnings  of  the  great  panic, — the 
manuscript  treatise  in  which  the  Dominican  professor  Visconti — a 
scion  of  the  great  Milanese  house — demonstrates  that  witches  are 
heretics,  not  morbid  old  women,  and  hence,  of  course,  may  be 
seized  and  burned  by  the  Holy  Inquisition.  Opusculum  Magistri 
Hieronimi  Vicecomitis  ordinis  predicatorum  in  quo  probatur  Lamias  esse 
hereticas  etnon  laborare  humore  7nelancholico — so  runs,  as  may  be  seen, 
its  rubricated  title.  The  blue  of  the  paragraph  initials  comes  out  less 
well.  The  manuscript — its  marginal  insertions  and  corrections 
show  it  to  be  its  author's  own — was  written  about  1460.  In  1490, 
after  Visconti's  death,  it  found  its  way  into  print,  along  with  an- 
other witch-study  by  him,  as  Lamiarum  sive  striarum  opusculum ; 
but  not  in  full,  as  may  be  seen  by  a  glance  at  this  excessively  rare 
little  book,  also  in  our  collection. 

And  here  is  the  earliest  printed  book  dealing  with  witchcraft. 
Title-pages  had  not  yet  begun  to  be  used.  It  is  the  Fortalitium  Fidei 
of  the  Spanish  theologian,  Alphonsus  de  Spina,  and  its  type  and  the 
researches  of  bibliographers  show  it  to  be  the  work  of  Mentelin  at 
Strasburg  in  or  about  1470 — though,  of  course,  to  no  type-founder 
is  due  that  illuminated  initial.  Alphonsus,  confessor  of  King  John 
of  Castile  and  Regent  of  the  theological  school  of  the  University 
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THE  AUTOGRAPH  OF  A  TREATISE  ON 
WITCHES  BY  THE  DOMINICAN  VISCONTI, 
WRITTEN  ABOUT   I460 

TEXT  REDUCED   FROM    ISXI9  CM.    (5^X3^    IN.) 


!^rria  fo:rinidims 
fadetnimici.Tu 

8Tn:»gna  ct  in; 

tabilia  &  mira 

Uvaqnoynon  eft 

tdi  «lo8 folus  -Si 
<5rAdien8ritper  RuctiirtnanS.Tu  ambiii 
las r«g  penas  ventcsu.Tii  fcafK  arAiirii 
et  ojionas  et  intmoia  auOri  .Tu  «  cdfi 
02  cclo'3?f\inclio;  inferno,  longioi  terra' 
Si  lado:  mah.Tn  c8  in  ati^tnami  eft  aia 
ots  viuens  &  fp^Hs  vnii'ife  wmis.Tu  au; 
ns  verba  oitudicas  •  et  Faucis  <nnccm8  fa 
po».T"a  « qui  ognofcis octipience'&  eTi 
^oec{ptc.T"nacouci8Tnalo8  9filiario8i  . 
fhileu  fine-ec  indices  in  (bipoze.Tu  bal; 
thai  region  Piffoltiis  et  -picciTigis  fimc  re 
nc8  coj^.Tn  otids  faccrdotts  coj;  ingto2t 
08-&  opcimatts  fupplantas.Tn  tmnitas 
labtii  veraciii  &  ooAnna  fenii  aiifcrs.^u 
es  cfie  cjxii  cffimoas  ©tfptcftione  fug  -pjin 
apes  •  &  eo8  c|  oifien'i  fuerant  relcuasXii 
rdcuAS  fiohmaiivettnSi\s-&i  ^foiids  I 
hicrm  vmbsam  meai8.T"u  c8  oiie  ^  tnuU 
ttplicas  genres  &  rois  eas-a:  fiibufas  in 
,  ttegrii  rcftiniia  .Vu  innmitas  co2  -pinci  ' 
pu  popnii  t«rre'&  oedpis  co«  ve  fruftra 
I  incedanc  g  inuiu.Tii  fads  eos  patpare  q 
fi  in  tend)ii8:et  no  in  lucS'Se  crrare  faci'" 
eos  qiiafi  ebrios  .Tu  fol?  es  emps.Tu  fo 
Ins  otne  bonii.Tu  fol?  ornifdes  .Tu  fol^ 
noiK  coica  filtoy  boTm  .Tu  folus  tdprn 
compbcnois.Tu  folus  fs  r  bicc  piis.Tu 
fot?  crcfls  «»©«  in<b\lo.Tu  fob  t  infVan 
/,'  ttOEaris.TnfofcisftalnrmancnBoasdi  * 
/  fta  moueri  .Tu  folus  ejc  atttczttate  mira 
oila  f acis  .Tu  folus  o«  qlib?  creatura  fa*  • 
ds  cp  ws.Tu  fol?  voKtate  boTs  cog^  po 
tcs.Tu  fot^  poees  cfnne  aic  ilUbi .Tii  fo 
lus  potes  pcca  oimtet^.Tu  fol?-po«8  gra 
ciam  ifunoe.Tu  fol^  potes  x  igne  gxtiio 
't02pus  feniare.Tu  es  co2a  quo  mious  e(V 
infemus  &  ntiUu  eft  ojinientu  pcrotcoi. 
'  Tu  e^tvndis  aqitilone  fup  raam  •&  appe 
©is  terra  fxtg  nicbUii.Tu  Ugas  aquas  in 
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nuitte  vt  n  o  erfipant  pari*  oecsfum  .Tu 
t  .xir.zc  xuttti  felii  nii  •  ct  ocpanotstViper 
tUud  nebula  tua.  Tu  mic  rrnmii  oraidt* 
oi(H  aquis  ufq?  oum  finianir  Inj:  ct  ttne 
bze.Tu  c8  ao  mi?  mitu  coliipne  ccU  cons 
tremifdit  &  paucnt  .Tu  e«  i  c:x\9  fcmoi 
cine  maria  cogrcgaca  funt  rcpetc.flc  piu 
ccda  tua  jaiffit  fupbtmi  .Tu  c8  cui?  fipij 
ht?  eetos  02nauit-3i  obftctricante  manu 
tua  coiichis  eft  coluber  toituofus.Tu  es 
Vi^  cxcdfus  t  fozntuoTe  ma  •&  nutl^  e  as 
bi  fimil  I  legiflatohbs.Tu  cs  aii?  m'lS  an 
noiii  inefVimainl'.  Tu  aufersfVillas  plu« 
uie.  &  efFuncis  ymbies  ao  iftar  giirgirii 
doc  nub\b>  Riuit  cj  pte^a'^t  dictra  ocTuper 
Tu  fi  volueris  qcctnoi  ntibcs  cjfi  tcntoii' 
«m  tun  Si  fulgurari  luTe  mo  vi^ivp  V^ocg 
caroincs  maris  opcries.Tu  o.ifi  tfcam  ot 
bus  nioitalibj.Tu  ofici  mAibtis  ruis ab 
icon  ©is  lucc-Si  pdpis  ei  vt  rui-fus  aoues 
mac  aniidans  oe  ea  amico  tuo  cp  poffcffto 
tua  fit  et  ao  cam  potTit  afcenoe.Tu  fuper 
onics  cdos  confioeraB  ct  lume  nu'i  fup  ter 
mios  terrc.  Tu  -p^uifti  f.uidarr.eta  terre 
ct  d?  mcnfuras.Tii  rcttnoiHi  fiig  cam  U 
gncam  ct  bafes  ci^  cofoUdafH  .Tu  es  que 
tauoat  aftra  matuti'a  8i  ari  que  lubilane 
h[\\  od.Tu  cotidufifh  boflijs  mxfc  arm 
ras  illuo  term  is  tuis  •  pofuifti  vcSwn  «e 
boflia*&  oijafh  bnc  ui^  Wes  ee  n©  jpet 
OfS  ampU^.Si  bic  co;lfnge3  titmfets  flus 
ftiis  tuos.Tu  ofHoiffci  atmoi:  (ewim  flsii 
Tu  Feofh  auroia  &  fotcm.Tutev.ajfTifH 
ejctrema  in  et  tjcaiftifti  impios  c^e  ea.Tn 
ingrrfTus  es  yfnnoii  maris  Si  in  nomfffcs 
tnisabifficeambulafli.Tues  miaperte 
fmic  poae  mowis  Si  boftia  «neb:ofa  vis 
oifh.Tu  one  confideras  latituoicTn  terre 
Tu  nofti  in  qua  via  babitat  lujt  Si  ttnes 
han'i  qiiis  fie  (oc?-  vt  rwcas  vniiquco<g 
ao  tmios  Tuos.  Si  itetligas  fcmicas  oom? 
e:9.Tu  fcis  qn  nafdniri  tunc  boTe^  et  nu 
mtif  oieru  coy  nofti.Tu  ingrefTuS  es  tfc< 
fatiros  niuis.  Si  tbefauros  granofs  afpes 
jcifh  .q  fparafti  i  temp?  bofKs  in  oie  on* 
gne  Si  belli  .Tu  fds  2  qtwvia  fpcrgic  luje 
ft  oroidit  efhis  fuo  terra  .Tu  oiie  oertftt 
vebemerirrimo  ymwt  anfum  Si  viam  fos 
tiatis  conicrui  vc  pUieret  Tug  terra  abf<g 
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of  Salamanca,  was  an  authority  in  his  day ;  and  this  book,  written 
in  1459,  knew  many  editions  besides  this  editio  princeps.  The  fifth 
of  the  five  books  of  the  work  is  devoted  to  "  the  war  of  the  de- 
mons "  against  the  faith  and  humankind.  This  copy  belonged  to 
that  oldest  of  German  abbeys,  the  imperial  monastery  of  St.  Maxi- 
min,  without  the  walls  of  Treves.  There  it  must  have  witnessed, 
if  it  did  not  help  to  cause,  the  terrible  persecution  which  in  the 
sixteenth  century  sent  to  the  stake  within  a  half  dozen  years,  from 
the  twenty  villages  or  so  of  St.  Maximin,  more  than  three  hundred 
victims.  Perhaps,  too,  it  looked  on  at  the  forced  recantation  of 
Loos,  which  took  place  within  its  abbot's  chamber.  At  the  sup- 
pression of  the  monastery  it  passed  to  the  City  Library  of  Treves, 
from  which  (that  library  possessing  another  copy)  I  bought  it  for 
our  own. 

And  here  is  the  first  book  expressly  against  the  witch-theory.  It 
is  the  tract  of  the  Milanese  Franciscan,  Samuel  de  Cassinis,  who 
attacks  in  good  set  terms  the  notion  that  the  Devil  can  transport 
witches  through  the  air.  Dr.  Joseph  Hansen,  the  learned  archivist 
of  Cologne,  now  the  highest  of  all  authorities  on  the  earlier  history 
and  literature  of  the  witch-persecution,  could  learn  of  the  existence 
of  but  one  other  copy  of  this  book,  that  in  the  Ambrosian  Library  at 
Milan.  The  facsimile  shows  its  title-page  (whose  lower  half  is 
blank)  and  the  letter-press  of  its  last  page  (save  a  list  of  errata). 
Put  forth  by  its  author,  as  he  here  tells  us,  on  May  6,  1505,  it  was 
probably  printed  in  the  same  year,  and  perhaps,  as  Dr.  Hansen 
suggests,  at  Pavia. 

Contrast  the  elaborate  witch-trial  of  Dr.  Flade  with  this  page 
of  a  humbler  one:  the  last  of  the  five  of  the  witch-trial  of  Mar- 
garet Schiiblin,  whom  they  did  to  death,  aged  thirty,  at  Bamberg, 
in  161 8.  No  chancery  copy  this,  but  the  crude  jottings  made  day 
by  day  in  the  torture  chamber,  as  is  seen  by  the  changing  ink.  At 
the  left  are  the  dates  of  her  examinations  and  the  names  of  her  ex- 
aminers, at  the  right  the  procedure  and  her  replies.  "  In  the  tor- 
ture chamber — "/«  loco  torturae'' — this  page  begins:  already  she 
had  been  tortured  on  six  distinct  days,  with  fiendish  ingenuity,  but 
in  vain.  "  Margaret  Schiiblin,"  proceeds  the  record,  "will  confess 
nothing.  Cries  that  she  knows  nothing  of  witchcraft — may  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  not  forsake  her."  And  he  did  not :  she  held 
out — to  the  end.      Read  that  last  entry.     "  Sunday,  26  Jan.:  in  car- 
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cere  mortua'' — "  dead  in  her  cell."  It  was  the  only  escape  from 
confession.  And  if  she  was  dead  when  they  found  her,  her  judges 
knew  that  the  Devil  had  come  by  night  and  taken  her  life,  lest  she 
betray  his  secrets. 

Is  this  record  too  plebeian  ?  Glance  at  this.  It  is  a  writ  of  the 
Emperor  Ferdinand  II.,  signed  by  him  in  autograph  at  the  left. 
He  complains  to  the  Prince-Bishop  of  Bamberg — the  date  is  Oct. 
lo,  1628 — of  the  escape  of  the  Bishop's  fugitive  witches  into  his 
own  Bohemian  realm,  and  asks  to  be  furnished  with  their  names 
and  the  evidence  against  them,  that  they  may  be  seized  and  pun- 
ished. The  "  Gulielmus  Comes  Slavata "  who  signs  below  as 
Chancellor  of  the  Bohemian  kingdom,  is  that  Count  Slavata  who 
ten  years  before,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Thirty  Years'  War,  was 
"  defenestrated  "  at  Prague — flung  eighty  feet  from  the  tower  window 
into  the  moat — and  by  his  miraculous  escape  from  serious  injuryso 
heartened  his  fellow-Catholics  for  the  struggle  before  them.  And 
the  councillor  Otto  von  Nostitz,  who  signs  beneath  him,  is  not 
wholly  unknown  to  fame.  It  is  perhaps  due  to  the  Emperor  Fer- 
dinand to  add  that,  witch-hater  though  he  was,  he  was  later  brought 
to  intervene  for  the  checking  of  that  terrible  Franconian  persecu- 
tion ;  and  I  might  show  other  letters  where  he  appears  in  that 
more  pleasing  role. 

And  here,  more  than  a  century  later,  is  a  page  from  another 
German  witch-trial.  It  is  the  beginning  of  the  examination  and 
confession  of  the  high-born  Sub-Prioress  of  the  convent  of  Unter- 
Zell,  near  Wiirzburg.  She  has  signed  her  name  at  the  foot  of  the 
page  :  "  Soror  Maria  Renata  Sengerin  de  Mossau."  They  made 
her  sign  it  again  at  the  end  of  the  confession — after  the  clerical 
notary's  certificate  that  he  had  first  read  it  over  to  her  again,  word 
by  word.  "  Also  habe  ich  bekennet  " — "  so  have  I  confessed  " — 
she  must  now  write  before  her  name.  Poor  Sister  Maria  Renata  ! 
Against  her,  too,  it  was  an  added  count  that  she  had  had  her  doubts 
of  the  reality  of  witchcraft.  Not  even  the  powerful  intercession  of 
the  Empress  Maria  Theresa  could  avail  to  save  her.  Her  confession 
is  dated  5  Feb.  1749.  She  was  publicly  executed  in  June,  and  the 
Jesuit  cathedral  preacher.  Father  Gaar,  preached  an  edifying  sermon 
to  the  surrounding  crowd  ;  but  the  storm  of  protest  which  followed 
did  much  to  make  this  the  last  notorious  witch-burning. 

Take  now  a  group  of  English  title-pages.     These  tell  their  own 
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story.  They  are  not  the  oldest,  nor  the  rarest ;  but  none  are  more 
interesting.  Fitting  is  it  to  begin  with  that  new  edition  of  his 
Damonologie  with  which  the  royal  inquisitor,  James  of  Scotland, 
celebrated  his  accession  to  the  English  throne.  It  was  but  a  pre- 
lude to  that  new  and  sharper  statute  against  witches  which  in  that 
same  year  of  1603  disgraced  the  English  statute-book.  It  was  the 
real  beginning  of  the  persecution,  not  only  in  England,  but  in 
these  transatlantic  colonies.  The  arms  of  Scotland,  which  figure  so 
largely  in  the  title  of  the  original  1597  edition  of  the  D ^monologie , 
have  here  been  banished  to  the  reverse  of  the  leaf  and  combined 
with  those  of  England,  France  and  Ireland,  that  rose,  lily  and 
shamrock  may  join  with  the  thistle  in  this  defense  of  the  faith.  See 
how  in  the  title  of  this  next  Treatise  of  Witchcraft  the  whole  theory 
of  the  persecution  finds  a  place — the  learned  exposition,  the  legal 
procedure,  the  pact,  the  confession,  the  execution,  the  laws  divine 
and  human.  Let  the  next  two  title-pages  interpret  and  complete 
each  other;  what  tragedy  in  their  mute  confrontation  !  Alas  that 
even  the  modern  English  historian  of  witchcraft  knows  of  the  Witch 
of  Wapping  from  the  first  alone. 

Some  of  the  rarities  of  American  witchcraft  are  here, — the 
Memorable  Providences  of  1689,  in  which  Cotton  Mather  advocated 
the  persecution,  the  More  Wonders  of  1700,  in  which  Robert  Calef 
assailed  it,  and  a  handful  besides,  only  less  sought  by  lovers  of 
Americana.  And  here  is  one  book  yet  unknown  to  American  col- 
lectors, which,  if  its  Dutch  translator  be  right,  may  well  deserve 
their  attention  ;  for  this  De  Leering  der  Duyvelen  (Amsterdam, 
1 691),  which  by  William  Sewel,  the  well-known  Quaker  historian, 
who  has  set  it  over  from  the  English,  is  ascribed  to  one  "  N.  Or- 
chard, Predikant  in  Nieuw  Engeland,"  and  which  in  its  English 
form  appeared  anonymously  at  London  in  1676  under  the  title  of 
The  Doctrine  of  Devils;'''  is  one  of  the  most  thorough-going  refuta- 
tions of  the  whole  witch-theory.  But,  truth  to  tell,  this  American 
literature  has  had  no  great  part  in  our  thought.  Even  the  Salem 
panic,  the  most  notable  in  our  annals,  was,  as  compared  with  those 
abroad,  brief  and  mild  and  speedily  rued.     To  the  student  of  the 


*  More  fully,  The  Doctrine  of  De'vih  proved  to  be  the  grand  apostacy  of  these  later 
times.  An  essay  tending  to  rectifie  those  undue  notions  and  apprehensions  men  ha've  about 
damons  and  evil  spirits. 
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persecution  as  a  whole,  it  is  mainly  interesting  as  coming  so  late, 
when  the  old  world  was  already  throwing  off  the  incubus. 

It  is  for  the  history  of  the  witch-persecution  in  the  world  at 
large  that  the  President  White  collection  has  highest  value.  And 
now  that  a  rising  tide  of  fresh  superstition  has  given  birth  to  a  new 
craze  for  "occult"  literature  and  for  all  that  can  be  drawn  into 
connection  with  it,  it  may  be  long  before  so  many  of  the  relics  of 
the  great  delusion  are  brought  together  again  for  the  historian's  use. 


